


Letter from the Superintendent, Mr. Steven AlexanderCurriculum at KASOne of the essential elements of any excellent school is to ensure that the curriculum is high quality. All schools must annually review and revise curriculum to maintain high standards. KAS uses standards from a U.S. based curriculum known as AERO standards throughout our school. These standards were developed several years ago by the U.S. State Department of Overseas Schools. They are based on what we call “Best Practice” methods and content used in U.S. schools. International Schools decide which curriculum is best to follow its school mission and philosophy. For KAS, the AERO curriculum standards provide us with a sound curriculum for our teachers to use.Most recently in the United States another set of education standards is developing called “Common Core.” These standards were developed by several U.S. state education departments with the support of Governors. They are now being used by most U.S. states. The Common Core standards are for all students at most subject levels. We are also referring to these standards in developing and revising our curriculum.This year all of our staff are working together to revise our curriculum as needed. Our goal is to have it up-to-date by the end of this year. We are also preparing an accessible information chart for parents and prospective families that 



Center Corner
Learning

To make a Mountain Out Of A Molehill means to 
exaggerate something out of all proportion. The original 
phrase was ‘to make an elephant out of a fly’ and dates 
back to the ancient Greek satirist Lucian, who lived in 
AD 2. But in 1548 Nicholas Udall wrote Paraphrase Of 
Erasmus that includes the line: ‘Sophists of Greece could, 
through their copiousness, make an elephant of a fly and 
a mountain of a molehill.’ The original expression has 
long been forgotten but Udall’s replacement remains a 
commonly used phrase. 
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News From The Grade 3

This quarter grade three are doing a unit called ‘Pollution, Recycling 
and Endangered Animals.’ The authenticity 
of this unit has really captured the 
imagination of the students. Learning is 
always much stronger and fruitful when 
students can see how the information they 
are getting affects their lives. I was
surprised with how enthusiastic the class 
was when told about the opportunity to 
partner with the high school students to 
make our school and surrounding 
community greener. When told that they 
would be patrolling the school and 

surrounding streets to pick up trash there was a cheer amongst the 
students. Not only is it thrilling to be taken by surprise, it is also 
positive to know that the thirteen students of grade three are 
growing up with the will to make their community a cleaner more 
beautiful place. Well done grade three, 
I look forward to seeing how this 
unit will progress.

Calculators or CPMP Tools?
Before arriving in Khartoum, I was amazed to hear that KAS 
is a one-to-one laptop school. In many mathematics classes, 
using calculators is the beginning and end of the use of 
technology in the classroom. This is mostly because the 
calculator is the only instrument allowed for external 
examinations and getting to know your calculator is 
imperative! In many ways however, the computer is a much 
better way of seeing mathematics.  

In Algebra 2 and Pre-Calculus, for example, 
the quadratic function is studied. A e8prgst of ale, 
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Middle School Math problem:
How many legs does a right triangle have?

Elementary School Math problems:

Kindergarten: Show on the clock what time you wake 
up in the morning:

Grade 1: Write these numbers in order from largest to 
smallest: 11, 9, 13, 7, 15, 14.

Grade 2: If you buy a toy for 55c and pay with a 
one-dollar bill, how much change will you receive?

Grade 3: Name three things that all quadrilaterals have.

Grade 4: Use each of the numbers 3, 5, 7, and 9 to fill 
in the blanks on the left side of the = sign so you get the 
largest possible answer. (____+____) *(____+____) = ?

Grade 5: The longest snake at one country zoo is an 
Indonesian python that measures 376 inches. The 
shortest is a 4-inch thread snake from the West Indies. 
The python is how many times as long as the thread 
snake? Stop and think, estimate, show steps in problem 
solving and solve.

High School Math problem:
Daniel Burnham designed and built the 22-story Flatiron 
Building in New York City in 1902. The base of the 
building is a triangle bordered by three streets: Broadway, 
Fifth Avenue, and East Twenty-second Street. The Fifth 




